[Pulmo cardialis: effect of inhaled bronchodilators on airway resistance of acute left ventricular dysfunction].
Disturbance of left ventricular function leads to an impairment of ventilation: airway resistance increases, while pulmonary compliance is reduced. We therefore studied the effect of inhalable bronchodilators (Fenoterol, Ipratropium bromide) on oscillatory airway resistance in 16 patients with an acute left heart failure. The results show that the resistance can be significantly reduced to normal values by the bronchodilators. Fenoterol has the greatest spasmolytic potency, but Ipratropium bromide is also effective. Recompensation of left heart function alone does not lead to comparable acute effects on airway resistance. The possibility of immediate improvement of ventilation through the use of inhalable bronchodilators should therefore be considered in the treatment of acute left heart failure.